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NETWORK
SECONDARY

NEWSLETTER
Upcoming Events

Dear Parents

…………………………………


Monday 23 October
Start of Term 2

Welcome to the new academic year at Network International School. We hope that
you have all had an enjoyable summer vacation and everyone is prepared for another busy and exciting year. It has been great to see our current students again and to
extend a warm welcome to all the new students who have joined us and we wish
them every success during their time at Network.



Friday 3 November
Full Moon Day –School
Closed

Carole and I wish to congratulate our Year 6 & Year 11 students on their outstanding exam results in June. The headline details are:



Thursday 5 November
Year 10 Parents Evening



Monday 13 November
National Day— School
Closed



Tuesday 14 to Friday 17
Year 10&11 Exam&Year 7-9
Assessment Week



w/c Monday 20 November
Anti-Bullying Week



Thursday 30 November
Year 7 Parents Meeting



Monday 11 December
Network Students present
“A Christmas Carol” by
Charles Dickens



Friday 15 December
Last Day of Term

Cambridge IGCSE
•
•


90% of students achieved 5+ A*-C
All core subject results far exceeded the Cambridge IGCSE World average.
Progress between Key Stage 2 (Year 6) & Key Stage 4 (Year 11)was much
higher than schools in the UK achieved in 2017 and was equivalent to Out
standing School status in the UK.

Some of our Year 11 students celebrating Exam Results Day.
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Year 6 SATs
Our Year 6 students out performed students in the UK in English & Maths with regard to reading, writing and mathematics. 71% of Network students achieved the expected standard compared to 61% in the UK.
Congratulations to our triangular partnership of students, teachers & parents.
In advance of the opening of our Sixth Form in August 2018, we have carried out Cambridge Advanced Level meetings
with our Year 11 students and parents to identify the courses that our students would like to take. Network students
have been able to select from a range of ten Advanced Level Subjects and we have already started preparing our
students for University with Year 11 visiting a University Fair on Wednesday 20 September.
At the secondary school we are pleased to welcome the following teachers who have joined us from a range of
countries across the globe, bringing their unique experiences and talents to Network International School:










Victoria Salter - Art
Bradley Edwards – Physical Education
Suzanne Doran – Head of English & Communication
Sarah Burns – Head of Humanities
William Hardston – Geography & Global Perspectives
Ruth Stevens – History
Stephen Holmes – Head of Student Welfare, ICT
John Green – Mathematics
Jennifer Taylor – Science

Apple in Year 11 who achieved a scholarship to prestigious Oxford Royale Academy Summer School has shared her
experience in this newsletter and we hope that more Network students will follow in her footsteps in 2018.
Network International School is very excited to announce the launch of our new Facebook Page which is up and
running and live on the airwaves. Through our Facebook Page we will share exciting updates and features which will
link to our school website. As a follower of our Facebook Page parents and the wider community will be able to share
in all aspects of our Network International School family.
As part of E-Safety week we held a presentation for parents on E-Safety and the internet. The event was very successful and led to some good discussions between parents and teachers. Carole and I were both disappointed by the parental turnout given the significance of developing technology in Myanmar and the safety of our students. For those
parents who did not attend an email with the presentation has been sent out to parents.
Can I remind all parents about the importance of school attendance. Network International school expects every student to achieve a minimum of 95 percent attendance over the school year with an aspiration of every student to
achieve a minimum of 100 per cent attendance over the school year. International research shows there is a clear link
between high attendance and students’ progress and performance.
Therefore, please support your child in attending school every day and as a reminder to parents if your child is ill and
unable to come to school please could you telephone the student absence line on: 09 444 7283 75 before 08:30 on the
first day your child is absent from school and everyday thereafter, should the child be absent for more than one day.
We look forward to working with you over the next year and hope that we can continue to strengthen the triangular
partnership between parents, students and the school in order to ensure every student makes outstanding progress
this year and follow in the footsteps of our Year 6 & 11 students in 2017.
Yours sincerely

Carl Dent
Principal – Network International School

Carole Kyaing
Founder – Network International School
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Achievement Awards Certificate Assembly
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Network student wins full scholarship to Oxford Royale Academy
Summer Programme
My time in Oxford has been the most enjoyable and
exciting period of my life. It has given me the chance to
experience a taste of college life in one of the most scenic
and historical cities of England.
During the two weeks that I stayed at St. Peter’s College,
I fell in love with the lively yet peaceful environment of
the campus. The new teachers and councilors that I met
were very friendly and attentive towards the students,
and I felt at home at once. Everyday was filled with fun
activities like punting, scavenger hunt, etc. and visits to
special landmarks around the city. The highlights of the
whole camp were the fun fieldtrips, the talent show and
parties on weekends, where everyone belted out loud
music and discoed to their favorite songs.I also got to
know a lot of affable and outgoing people from around
the world and learned some of their language and culture
during workshops that I attended. We grew to be really
great friends with each other and the whole experience
became a more memorable one, thanks to them.
There were stressful times as well of course, filled with
late-nights trying to finish essays that are due the next
morning, waking up at dawn so that you don’t have to
fight over the bathroom with your dorm mates and make
it in time for breakfast before all the seats are taken up in
the dining hall and still managing to get as much sleep as
possible so that you don’t doze off in class. Nonetheless, it
gave me a sense of independence and loads of hilarious
memories to look back on.
All in all, it was a very thrilling ride for me and I would definitely love to go back to Oxford Royale Academy in the
near future if I get a chance.
Apple
Tutor Group 11A2
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U13 Boys & Girls Basketball Tournament
On Wednesday 27th the U13 Boys basketball team travelled to Dulwich College School where we faced British
International School Yangon, Myanmar International School Yangon and our hosts Dulwich College. Our first match
saw us play the home team and you could see from the boys excitement that the team were eager to play. Network
got off to a flying start with some excellent passing and combinations of shots. One of those was Geoffrey with an
impressive 3 pointer shot which lead to us beating our opponents 7-0. After a short break we played BSY. Our
defense was tested through their quick passing but with strong defensive efforts from Edward, Ethan, and Noel
who stopped them in their tracks. This built the foundation for Andrew and Jimmy to orchestrate the attack to win
the game 9-3. Going into the last game it was an incredible team effort and nail biting finish against MISY. With not
much between the two teams, Network started to play the best basketball they have played, interlinking well with
Htoo Htoo and Kelvin in the wide channels. In the dying seconds of the game the ball made it’s way through every
player with Kelvin faking the shot to set Eligah up for a superb layup to win the game 5-4.
Overall the team’s performance was spectacular today but there is still plenty to work on and build from here. Two
awards were given which was “star player”. This without doubt had to go to Eligah. With a strong performance and
as top point scorer of the afternoon he was a great credit to Network school. Another award was “team player”.
This award when to Andrew. He played such a pivotal role in this afternoon and he always looks to deceive the
opposition with his fast feet and accuracy in his passing.
Well-done boys and congratulations!
Further to this success the girls have commenced their season to a flying start at the Dulwich College Basket ball
tournament. With Principal Carl as manager he selected a side of year 7 and 8’s, most of which being their first ever
competitive competition for Network secondary school. Despite these new player combinations the team appeared
to have played together for years. This was evident against their first opponents and hosts DCY. They played fast
and were quick on the counter attack, which was lead by Minori making some impressive drives towards the basket.
After beating their opponents comfortably they moved their attention to British International School. This required
a team effort and Network girls were immense in moving the ball in and around the key. This put Portia an attacking
position and she never looked like missing all afternoon. Pinky followed with some impressive dribbling skills and
textbook layups. After securing this victory it put Network into our last and tournament-deciding match against
MISY. You could see the desire in the girl’s team but despite their best efforts (20 shots) the ball somehow couldn’t
make its way through the hoop. With 4 minutes gone on the clock, Network were down by 8 points. Regardless of
the score line, Network demonstrated desire and determination to come back. Outstanding work-rate from Moe
Moe on the fast break and Joya pulling the strings in attack brought the team back into their previous standard. With
every great team play was an excellent finisher. That player was Ida. Impressive in the air and superb spatial awareness was essential in a lot of the teams points that afternoon. With the final whistle going the Network were triumphant and unbeaten winner of the tournament.
Special mention to the “Star player” of the tournament which went to Ida. Not only in attack but in defense also
Phenomenal effort considering the lack of experience.
Also for the “team player” of the tournament which went to Joya. Her work rate was outstanding and decision
making flawless which helped unite the girls team in attack. Also her defensive efforts in sensing danger and
stopping the opponents attack in its tracks.
Well done girls and we look forward to future success at Network.
Tr Bradley
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Dulwich Results
Boys (1st) :


vs DCY - won 7-0



vs BSY - won 9-3



vs MISY - won 7-6

Girls (1st) :


vs DCY - won 9-0



vs BSY - won 19-5!



vs MISY - won 4-3

U19 Football Tournament
On Wednesday 13th September, the U19 football team travelled to play
against MIS. This was a very close game with some excellent passages of play.
The game was tied at 1-1 with a goal from May just before the half time whistle. The second half saw GuGu sneak past the MIS defence to take Network
into the lead. With plenty of chances from both teams the match could have
gone either way with some impressive saves from Henry in goal. Network
were unfortunate to concede two late goals in the match which brought the
game to 3-2 defeat to MIS. A special mention to Moses who received player of
the match with his excellent work rate on every square foot of the pitch.
Well-done team Network.

U19 & U14 Table Tennis Tournament
On Saturday 19th August Network entered 4 players into a tournament
held at Yangon international School. Competition was extremely fierce
with all major international Schools attending, including those all the
way from Mandalay. Network players went into the tournament with
good momentum after beating MIS on the Wednesday in a friendly
competition building up to the tournament. The tournament commenced with all players competing well and winning a majority of their
games. Namely Harry, William Ong, Michael Ong, and William played
some excellent matches demonstrating a variety of attacking shots.
Unfortunately all players missed out on the knockout stages of the
competition with William Ong’s group going down to point difference.
Overall it was a great day for all the players and I have no doubt they
will impress in the future tournaments.
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E-Safety Week
Honesty and trust as a basis for using the internet
On Wednesday morning the 20th September we held a workshop for parents on E-safety.
This was followed by a school assembly the following Friday for students. The theme of
E-safety week was “Honesty and trust as a basis for using the internet”. The idea here is that
instead of forcing behaviour through the application of rules and policies, we allow an
environment of trust and honesty to dictate appropriate on-line behaviour.
The presentations have already been emailed out and are also available on the website along
with the video “will you be my friend?” which helped to underline the difference between
our on-line and real-life behaviour. Here is a summary of the main points:

Age
We are concerned that many younger students (under 13) have lied about their age and have Facebook and
other social media accounts. Younger children have more difficulty understanding the impact of their actions
upon others, online or otherwise.

Is Facebook bad for your health?
Under Facebook’s current terms, by posting your pictures and videos, you grant Facebook :
“a non-exclusive, transferable, sub-licensable, royalty-free, worldwide license to use any
content that you post on or in connection with Facebook.”
This means that they can use or sell any of the photos or any information that has been posted (even for your
under-13 child!).

Knowing your Friends
Would you be surprised to know that many of our students have over 2000 friends! Who are these friends?
Could any of them not be who they say they are? Would you like “strangers” to see your posts and photos?

In Conclusion




Think about your behaviour, both on-line and in real-life
Ask yourself, what might be the consequences of your actions
Use your common-sense!
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END OF TERM CHRISTMAS SHOW
Network International School is proud to announce our end of term Christmas Show “A Christmas Carol”. This
family festive favourite is based on a very famous book written by Charles Dickens. This is a great opportunity
for all students to get together and be part of something really special. There are many ways for students to become involved from acting and singing, to being stage managers, set designers, hair, make-up & costume stylists
as well as sound and lighting technicians. We hope you will all support the show by coming and sharing a
wonderful evening of entertainment with us.

The show will take place
on Monday December the 11th.
So please you put this date it in your diary
to ensure you don’t miss out!

Reminders to Parents


Students are not permitted to have take-away food delivered to the school by drivers or parents as all students
are required to have only a packed lunch. The school asks parents for their support in this matter and thanks
them for their co-operation.



The School Library is open to students between 07:30 – 08:00, at snack and after school for students who wish
to use this space as a general reading area or to complete homework.



Parents are reminded that all students should be collected at 15:00 each day, unless their child is attending an
after-school activity in which case students should be collected straight after their extracurricular activity ends.



At the start of the year the secondary school purchased new lockers for the students. New locker keys were issued to students and any student who loses their locker key will be charged 15,000 MMK for a replacement key.

STUDENT COUNCIL
Teacher Stephen (Head of Student Welfare) carried out elections for the Student Council President & Vice President
positions at the start of term. Both students gave outstanding presentations to the whole school and the following
students were elected:
Apple Student Council President
Lucy Vice President
Many congratulations to Apple & Lucy!
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SHORT STORY COMPETITION
This semester the English Department ran a short story competition and were very impressed with the standard of
stories. Congratulations to all!





Winner: Precious Yr 11A2
Runner Up: Sarah Yr 8A1
3rd Place: Kalila Yr 7A1
Highly Commended: David 10A1, Yu Waddy 10A1, Kate 8A1

Winning Story
The Perfect Shot
Dean had just had the absolute worst day. Kids’ birthday parties were the most awful gigs a photographer could
get; everyone knew that, and since nobody at the agency was willing to give up their Saturday for it, of course the
job was forced onto the new guy. Typical. He sighed heavily and sat down at the cool marble coffee bar, ordering
his usual. He had earned it, he told himself, after getting through the nightmare that was today.
“Hey, man. Tough day?” He wearily turned his head to see a scruffy haired stranger smiling sympathetically at
him. “Yeah,” Dean replied. “Work stuff, you know? It’s just so hard to get the perfect shot sometimes. Especially if
the subject’s constantly moving.”
The stranger tensed and frowned. “You’re one of us, aren’t you?” he whispered. “You shoot things for a living?”.
Dean groaned and nodded. “You know it. It really does start to take a toll on you sometimes doesn't it? Take today
for example. It was children.” The man’s eyes widened. “Children? God, I’ve never had a gig like that before. I
would've straight-up refused. Goes against everything I stand for. Must’ve been brutal. How’d you do it?” Dean
grimaced. “Nobody else wanted to. And I needed the money.” The stranger shook his head in disbelief. “Wow.
You’re a man of steel, my friend.”
Dean smiled apologetically. “It had to be done. You sound like you've had a lot of experience yourself. Wanna
share some tips? I’m fairly new at this.” The man nodded. “One thing I’ve learned for sure is that you gotta wait for
them to stop moving or else you’ll miss. It’ll just mess it all up” Dean furrowed his brow thoughtfully. “Really? I
actually prefer candid shots myself. I’m telling you, it’s more exciting when they're in action. Let them talk to a
friend or family member. That’s when you do it.” The man laughed and raised his hands in surrender. “Each to his
own, I suppose.”
“What would you say is the best way to get the perfect shot?”
The man frowned thoughtfully. “Aiming for the head helps, in my opinion. Just focus completely on the person you
wanna get, it makes the job so much quicker and easier”.
Dean snapped his fingers and pointed at the man. “Definitely! I completely agree. High angles too, for sure. And
trying to get them in a place with good lighting”. The man nodded. “Isn’t it crazy what some of us have to do to get
a good angle? I remember this one time; I was practically hanging off a building. It gets intense.” He laughed dryly.
“You’ll find out soon enough”
Feeling a lot better than he was when he first came in, Dean laughed, gulped down the rest of his coffee and gathered up his camera bag, getting ready to leave. “Thanks for helping out a newbie,” he chuckled as he shook the
man’s hand.
“No problem, man. Always happy to meet a fellow sniper. Welcome to the Navy SEALs.”
Precious (Year 11A2)
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House Competition
On Friday 15 September, there was a Mixed Basketball House Competition. There were 7 players across all year
groups in each team with 5 being on court at the same time. Each team required 3 boys and 2 girls or 3 girls and 2
boys. After each house played each other the results were as follows.
 First Place = Ruby
 Second Place = Diamond
 Third Place = Sapphire
 Fourth Place = Emerald
The annual notice board competition also took place in the first few weeks of term. Students had a week to decorate
their notice boards. The results were as follows.





First Place = Diamond
Second Place = Ruby
Third Place = Sapphire
Fourth Place = Emerald

At the end of this term Network will celebrate International Day. There will be house competitions as part of this and
students are encouraged to dress in a traditional costume. This can be any countries national dress and doesn’t
necessarily have to be the student’s home country.

Year 11 visit University Fair
On Wednesday 20 September, our Year 11 students went to visit
a University Fair held at ISY School. As Network International
School launches its Sixth Form in August 2018, students went
along to the University Fair to start to investigate and think
about their University options following their ‘A’ Levels in June
2020.
It was a very successful visit with students bringing away with
them lots of ideas. There were well over 50 Universities represented in the main area. Students also went along to breakout
sessions where they picked up valuable information on how to
apply for university, the steps to follow, information on finding
scholarships and how to write personal statements.
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Student librarian
At the start of this year we held interviews for Student Librarian posts. We had a huge number of students apply for
these positions and it was a very difficult decision to choose the students for Term 1. Due to the high standard of
candidates we will offer those students who were unsuccessful this term the opportunity to apply again in Term 2.

Meet Network’s Student Librarians
Congratulations to all of the students who were elected this term:






Yr 7 (A1) Kalila, Sophie, Thuriya
Yr 8 (A1) Kate, Elizabeth, Joyce
Yr 9 (A1) Aneesa, Kenneth, Hein Htet, Su Yi (Manager)
Yr 10 (A1) Frank, Thiri (Manager)
Yr 11 (A2) Precious (Manager)

Meet the Library Mangers

Pictured: Thiri, Precious, Tr. Hnin, Su Yi and Frank

Being a Student Librarian
Some people think that being a student librarian is an easy job. I hate
to break it you but it is not! It requires a lot of hard work and dedication. Being a student librarian is a great experience and teaches us
many valuable life skills that will be very useful later in life.
Responsibility is one of the key skills I have learned in this job. We
are responsible for the up -keep of the library; this includes, putting
all the books and films in alphabetical order, making sure the chairs
and tables are tidy and in the right place, ensuring the library is a
clean environment and most importantly keeping students quiet!
For me so far it has honestly been such a great experience. It can be
hard sometimes but overall I really enjoy it. I would like to take this
opportunity to encourage other students to think about becoming a student librarian next term. It really is a
rewarding experience and it gives you a great opportunity to give something back to your school.
Su Yi
Student Librarian (Manager)
Year 9 A1
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ECO Club
Last academic year 2016/17 was very successful for Eco Club as we achieved many of our objectives set out at the
beginning of the year including; making an eco-garden, implementing a paper recycling scheme, having an eco-week
full of environmentally based activities and raising $1500 for a charity called Doh Eain (a street regeneration
project in Yangon). Wanting to build on our achievements from last year we have applied to be an Eco-School.
The aim of the Eco-Schools organisation is to provide each school a seven-step change process that empowers their
students to lead environmental actions wherever they can. The Eco-Schools organisation was setup in 1992 after
the Rio Earth Summit and has reached over 15 million students in 51, 000 schools spanning across 68 countries.
The Eco-Schools programme will be a great way for Network International Students to embark on a meaningful path towards improving the environment in both the school and the local community while at the
same time having a life-long positive impact on their lives. Over the coming months, the Eco Club team
will be carrying out an environmental review and drawing up an action plan in order to meet the criteria
set out by the Eco-Schools programme.
To become an Eco-School we will be focusing on; litter, waste minimization, energy, water, transport, the
school grounds, biodiversity, global citizenship, health and well -being and climate change. We will be
keeping staff and students updated through the school app to ensure everyone is fully informed about any
changes made in the school. We hope that you will support us in this process that will help to produce a
generation of sustainably minded, environmentally conscious students.

Page 12

